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OUTLINE  OF  SELECTED  EVENTS  IN  CHARLESTOWN ' S  HISTORY 

I.  Founding  and  Settlement  of  Charlestown 

1625-1627  The  first  settler,  Thomas  Walford  constructed  a 
hut  on  the  south  side  of  Breed's  Hill. 

1620       Thomas  Graves,  an  engineer,  was  engaged  by  the 
Massachusetts  Company  in  England  to  go  to  New 
England  and  lay  out  a  town. 

1629  Graves  arrived  in  Salem,  and  shortly  thereafter,  in 
the  company  with  the  Rev.  Francis  Bright  and  about 
100  other  persons  left  for  Charlestown.   The  date 
of  July  4,  1629  is  generally  taken  as  the  founding 
Charlestown.   (Thomas  Walford  was  not  pleased 

by  this  intrusion.) 

1630  By  April,  after  the  first  winter,  80  of  the  group 
had  died  —  provisions  were  scarce,  disease 
flourished  and  numbers  of  hostile  Indians  caused 
great  alarm.  By  July,  John  Winthrop's  group  began 
arriving  in  Charlestown,  The  colony  of  settlers 
found  conditions  poor.  Many  dispersed  to  other 
parts  of  the  bay,  while  the  greatest  part  of  the 
settlement  accepted  William  Blackstone's  invitation 
to  settle  on  the  other  side  of  the  harbor,  in 
Bostoa. 

1631  Thomas  Walford,  first  white  settler  in  Charlestown 
proved  to  be  an  undesirable  neighbor  for  the 
puritan  colonists,  and  was  fined  and  ordered  to 
depart  by  the  General  Court. 

1640       By  1640  the  General  Court  had  completed  its  grants 
of  land  to  the  town,  and  the  inhabitants  parcelled 
out  land  within  these  limits.   "Inhabitants"  were 
only  admitted  by  vote  of  the  town,  and  applicants  for 
membership  were  closely  scrutinized.   John  Harvard 
was  admitted  as  an  "inhabitant"  in  1637,  just  one 
year  before  his  death.  He  bequeathed  one  half  of 
of  his  estate,  about  tSOO  and  his  library  of  320 
volumes  to  the  proposed  college  in  Cambridge,  His 
gravestone  was  destroyed  during  the  Revolutionary 
War;  a  monument  to  his  memory  was  erected  on 
Burial  Hill  (Phipps  Street  Cemetery)  in  1828. 


II.   The  Revolutionary  War 


1775 


On  June  16,  Breed's  Hill  was  fortified  by  Colonel 
William  Prescott  and  the  patriots.  With  General 
Gage's  threat  to  burn  the  town  if  any  resistance 
was  offered,  the  population  of  between  two  and  three 
thousand  had  been  mostly  evacuated.   On  June  17 
General  Gage  attacked.  After  receiving  strong 
American  resistance,  he  set  fire  to  the  town.  The 
fire  destroyed  most  of  the  town,  leaving  only  a 
few  houses  near  the  neck  by  the  mainland.  These 
houses  were  later  destroyed  also. 


III.   The  Rebuilding  of  Charlestown 


1776 
1780 


First  attempts  to  re-settle  Charlestown. 

John  Leach,  a  surveyor,  made  a  plan  of  proposed 
street  changes. 


1781 


The  General  Court  sanctioned  Leach's  plan,  new 
street  lines  were  established,  and  building  proceeded 
rapidly. 


1800 


The  town  contained  349  buildings  and  2,751  inhabi- 
tants. The  U.  S.  Navy  Yard  was  authorized  to 
locate  in  Charlestown  on  June  17,  1800. 


1805 


The  town  contained  400  buildings  and  2,800  inhabi- 
tants. 


1825-1842  The  Bunker  Hill  monument  was  constructed. 


1829 


St.  Mary's  Church  was  dedicated,  it  being  the  first 
Roman  Catholic  Parish  in  the  town. 


1830-1890  Bulk  of  Irish  immigration  in  Charlestown,  with  a 
diminishing  rate  of  immigration  between  1890  and 
1910. 


1874 


Charlestown  became  too  small  to  operate  as  an  inde- 
pendent municipality  since  parts  had  been  annexed 
to  neighboring  towns.   On  January  1,  1874, 
Charlestown  was  officially  annexed  to  Boston. 
(An  earlier  attempt  of  annexation  in  1854  proved 
unsuccessful  because  of  a  somewhat  questionable  vote.) 
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1901 


Elevated  railway  structure  erected  over  Main  Street, 
Service  commenced  on  June  10,  1901. 


1908 


General  Court  petitioned  to  remove  elevated  railway 
structure. 


1910 


Peak  population  of  41,444  was  reached.   Population 
decline  followed.  * 


1942 


1948 


1949 


1950 


Completion  of  Charlestown  Public  Housing  Project. 
1149  units  were  built,  with  a  steady  level  of 
population  of  about  4,500. 

Boston  City  Planning  Board  recommended  removal  of 
elevated  structure. 

General  Court  enacted  legislation  to  replace  elevated 
structure  with  a  subway  and  authorized  $24  million 
for  the  project.   U.  S.  Housing  Act  was  passed  in 
1949  making  federal  funds  available  for  urban  renewal. 

Studies  on  elevated  railway  showed  that  costs  of 
subway  would  exceed  $24  million  authorized.  Replace- 
ment project  was  discontinued. 


IV.  Charlestown  Urban  Renewal  Project 

1950-1960  Accelerated  population  decline  and  continued  decline 
in  economic  and  physical  conditions  in  Charlestown. 

1963      B.R.A.  Board  held  a  public  hearing  on  Early  Land 
Acquisition  on  January  7,  1963. 


1965 


B.R.A.  Board  Approval  of  Charlestown  Project  on 
March  25.  The  Charlestown  Urban  Renewal  Project  got 
underway  with  the  signing  of  the  Federal  Loan  and 
Grant  Contract  on  October  22,  1965. 


*  Population: 


ICOO 

2,751 

1870 

28,323 

1805 

2,800 

1885 

37,673 

1810 

4,736 

1910 

41,444 

1834 

10,000 

1920 

34,272 

1840 

10,872 

1930 

31,663 

1350 

15,933 

1940 

25,589 

1855 

21,742 

1950 

31,332 

1865 

26,398 

1960 

20,147 

1965 

16,381 
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